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Gesner Street Elementary School
10 Gesner Street, Oromocto, E1V 2S8

Parent School Support Committee Minutes
Date: September 23, 2026
Time: 6:00 PM
Location: Gesner School, Room 142

Attendees (in-person): Sheila Baker, Stacey St. Peter, Tanya Cloutier, Sherry Jonah, Lyndon Morehouse, Kaitlyn Bettle, Samantha Wambolt, Alison Jackson, Angela Penton, Lisa Benard, Justine Everett and Ashley Lutes
Attendees (virtual): John Gillis

Call to Order: Sheila called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm. 
Approval of the Agenda: Kaitlyn moved to approve the agenda and Samantha seconded.
New Business: 
· Welcome New Members: Sheila welcomed new members to the committee and provided an overview of the purpose of the committee and the expected time commitment. 
· Introduction to the PSSC-PowerPoint and Handbook: Sheila went through the PSSC PowerPoint and provided copies of the Handbook for anyone who wished to have a paper copy. The committee is comprised of the school principal (Sheila Baker), a teacher from the school (Stacey St. Peter), Parents, a District Education Council (DEC) member (currently position unfilled, but Tanya Cloutier and Wallace Carr are supporting) and a community member (currently position unfilled). Due to the grade levels at Gesner, the school gathers student input through their Lunch Bunch initiative and their student perception surveys twice a year. There is not a student representative on the PSSC committee.
The PSSC has a small budget to spend to support continued initiatives to make the school more inviting and welcoming to parents and students. The PSSC spent some of the money in the spring (budget runs from April-March). The exact dollar amount remaining in the budget will be shared at the next PSSC meeting.
· Members Sign PSSC Declaration Form: Parents and Guardians were invited to sign the PSSC Declaration form tonight if they were interested in officially joining the committee.
· Appointing a Chair, Vice-Chair, Meeting Note Taker:
Chair: Samantha nominated Kaitlyn for Chair. No one else expressed interest in being the chair. Kaitlyn accepted and Sherry seconded. 
Vice-Chair: Kaitlyn nominated Justine for Vice-Chair. No one else expressed interest in being the vice-chair. Justine accepted and Samantha seconded.
Note-Taker: Kaitlyn nominated Sherry for Note-Taker. No one else expressed interest in being the note-taker. Sherry accepted and Justine seconded.
· Schedule Meetings for the Year: The committee decided to have the PSSC meetings on the last Wednesday of each month from 6-7 pm. Participants will have the option to attend each meeting either in person or virtually on Teams. Unless otherwise communicated, if school is cancelled, the meeting will be cancelled. The meeting dates are as follows:
· October 28
· November 25
· January 27
· February 24
· April 28
· May 26	
· June 9 
· School profile: Gesner has 220 students. They have 43 staff that include 1 principal, 1 0.2 Vice Principal, 1, administrative assistant, 2 custodians, 14 classroom teachers, 1 music teacher, 2 phys ed teachers, 2 Education Support Teacher-Resource, 1 0.8 Education Support Teacher-School Counselor, 1 Behaviour Intervention Mention (BIM), 16 Educational Assistants (EAs) and 1 student attendant. 
This year, the school has a French Language Assistant who is here for the year from France. She works at the school 4 days/week. She is supporting both the English prime and French immersion classes. She is helping to facilitate French language development and expose the students to French culture. 
· Continued School Rules, and the Great Gecko Awards: The school did a hard launch of new school rules last school year. They are continuing this school year. The school rules are posted in all environments around the school and provide students with examples of what is expected of them in each environment. The 3 school rules are Be Safe, Be Kind and Be Responsible. 
Each month, the school has an assembly where 2 students from each class are selected to receive a GECKO award. Students are selected based on the theme of the month and following the school rules and expectations. 
· Gesner Events: 
Dot Day: Students celebrated Dot Day on September 15th. Each class did a different learning activity with the purpose of encouraging creativity. 
Terry Fox Walk: On Friday, September 25th, the whole school will do Terry Fox walk. Parents and families are invited to participate. 
Drumming Ceremony: In honour of Truth and Reconciliation Day, a former student and his mother will be coming to the school on October 2nd to lead a drumming ceremony for all students. The school has continued efforts toward reconciliation such as Wolastoqey Wednesdays, playing the Wolastoq song in lieu of Oh Canada on Wednesdays and teaching the words and actions to the Wolastoq song in music class. 
Apple Picking: The school is taking all students on their first school-wide field trip to Riverview Orchard in Keswick. There are many activities there for students to enjoy. They will be having lunch there.

Correspondence: NA
Date of Next Meeting: October 28 from 6-7 pm
Adjournment: Lyndon called the meeting to a close at 6:58 pm. Kaitlyn seconded. 
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