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Gesner Street Elementary School
10 Gesner Street, Oromocto, E1V 2S8

Parent School Support Committee Minutes
Date: January 16, 2024
Time: 6:00 pm
Location: Virtual via Teams
Attendees: Tinika Lowe, Jolene Hoadley Horquay, Joy, Sarah Purcell, Sheila Baker, Kelly Till, Robyn MacKenzie, Lisa Bernard, Sherry Jonah and Thomas Geburt

Call to Order: Jolene called the meeting to order at 6 pm
Approval of the Agenda: Lisa and Kelly
Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting: Lisa and Kelly
Business Arising from the Minutes:
· Sustainability Study Meetings
· Update from Tinika – Tinika showed the display they have set up for the upcoming meeting on January 27th. They focused on displaying the branches that are formed at the school (strong connections). They put together a PowerPoint as well as images, t-shirts and swag. They will also have the gecko mascot there. 
· Tinika shared the results of the recent survey sent out to families about their opinion of the rationalization project. So far, they received 16 responses – the survey remains open and they will send out another reminder. 
· Upcoming Meetings:
· [bookmark: _Hlk156223049]January 13th (at OHS 9:00-3:30)-Canceled due to inclement weather, rescheduled for January 27th (at OHS 9:00-3:30)
· Superintendent, David McTimony will be presenting Gesner at 11 am.
· March 16th (at Summerhill, time TBD – in the afternoon) 
· May 9th (TBD)
New Business:
· Bev Loker-French interim acting Principal. Principal Interviews to replace Noella Owens were on January 9th. Sheila Baker will be the new principal starting February 5th – the committee is very excited to have Sheila as our principal! To replace Sheila Guidance position, the district is looking into it and will let us know when they have a replacement. 
· National Literacy Day January 27th - Theme "Let's Have a Family Party" 
· In school literacy activities: Sheila shared their plan to celebrate this day the week before January 27th. Each morning during the morning announcements on Teams they will have a guest reader. On January 25th, students are encouraged to dress up as their favourite book character. Each grade level is doing a joint story prompt writing activity – it will be divided by grade level and program. 
· Check out for activity ideas https://abclifeliteracy.ca/all-programs/family-literacy-day/
· Student Passion Projects! This is Gesner’s second year doing the Passion Projects. The grade 2s start off on Friday. They are hoping to expand this project to have a career day near the end of the school year. 
· Staff Appreciation Week: February 12-16. The Volunteer Committee is meeting next week and will likely take the lead on planning this day. It’s always really appreciated by the staff. 
· Retirement notification EAs in February and May: Maggie Hickey & Michelle Grealey.
· Excellence in Education Award-Thomas Geburt: These are presented by the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development on May 14th. Nominations are currently open until January 26th, however, ASD-W pushed the date back to February 9th. The committee is encouraged to nominate a deserving educator!  
· PSSC to view the calming spaces that the budget was used for – moved to the next in person meeting, however, Sheila showed pictures of the spaces. They look beautiful and they have received feedback from students that they are enjoying them. 

Date of Next Meeting: February 13, 2024
Agenda for next meeting: Report Card Data, Student Wellness Data
Adjournment: 6:45 pm 
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